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93-213 July 26, 1993 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
EIU EMPLOYEES, STUDENTS TO BENEFIT FROM BUDGET INCREASE 
CHARLESTON, IL--Faculty, staff and students at Eastern 
Illinois University will see the benefits of a budget increase 
that will go toward employee salary increases, program improve-
ments and library materials. 
Gov. Jim Edgar and the General Assembly have approved a 
$53,438,300 operating budget for Eastern for the 1994 fiscal 
year, which began July 1 and runs through June 30. 
This represents an increase of $870,800 or 1.7 percent over 
the 1992-93 budget of $52,567,500. 
Of the additional $870,800, $307,900 is intended for salary 
increases. This represents less than a one percent salary in-
crease. Any salary increase beyond this figure is entirely 
* 
~ dependent on the outcome of collective bargaining discussions and 
:E5: would have to be reallocated from existing university programs. 
~ Faculty salaries at Eastern and the other Board of Governors 
..... J, Universities {BGU) lag significantly behind salaries at peer 
institutions in Illinois and across the country. 
"Narrowing the gap between our faculty salaries and those of 
our peer institutions is a top priority. Although the state 
- more-
• 
ADD 1/1/1/1 BUDGET 
allocated us some money for salary increases, unfortunately it is 
not enough to make our faculty salaries competitive with others," 
said Eastern President David Jorns. 
Eastern and the BGU had asked for $1.4 million for salary 
increases, but that amount was reduced to $1 million by the 
Illinois Board of Higher Education(IBHE). The Legislature cut 
that to $307,900, which was what the Senate recommended. 
A downside to the budget, according to Jorns, is that the 
1.7 percent increase does not match inflation nor does it cover 
all of the university's financial obligations, such as deferred 
maintenance on campus buildings. 
"While we are gratified that the governor and General 
Assembly provided a modest increase for Eastern that includes 
monies for employee salary increases, program improvements and 
library materials, we still have serious financial obligations 
that must be met," he said. 
Jorns pointed out that while the university has reduced the 
number of its colleges to meet immediate operating costs, there 
are no resources available for deferred maintenance projects, 
estimated at over $65 million. 
For students, a 2.3 percent systemwide increase for the five 
BGU universities means that tuition will remain the same for fall 
1993. Eastern undergraduates pay $1,848 per year and graduates 
$1,944. 
EIU undergraduates also will benefit from improvements that 
-more-
ADD 2/2/2/2 BUDGET 
will be made in undergraduate and minority education and from new 
equipment purchases. Directing funds to these areas is a primary 
objective of the IBHE's Priorities, Quality and Productivity 
(PQP) initiative. 
students and faculty alike also will benefit from a 10 
percent increase in funding for Booth Library, which amounts to 
$77,100. This increase is needed to keep up with double-digit 
inflation in the cost of books and professional journals. 
In addition to an increase in its operating budget, Eastern 
received $11.9 million for capital projects. A total of $11.3 
million will be used for the rehabilitation and expansion of the 
Buzzard Building on campus. 
Of the $11.3 million for the Buzzard renovation, $1.6 
million will be used to construct a two-level addition encompass-
ing more than 14,000 square feet to meet expanding program needs. 
The remaining monies ($9.7 million) will allow the universi-
ty to remodel Buzzard's existing classroom facilities and library 
space, restore the swimming pool and replace the building's aging 
roof and heating and ventilation systems. 
Deferred maintenance projects that were funded are $285,500 
to refurbish the heating, ventilation and air conditioning system 
in McAfee Gym and $330,500 to replace a 20-year-old chiller in 
the Life Science Building. 
Eastern also may receive funding to bring some of its 
facilities in compliance with Americans with Disabilities Act 
requirements. The amount Eastern could receive has not been 
announced. 
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